THE CLIMAX
solemnly engaged himself not to accept any office of emolument
at the hands of the English Government. Armed in this triple
fashion, the attack was launched, and shortly afterwards was
supported by a most effective economic weapon within Ireland
itself—the Land League.
The Land League, the activity of which dates from the
autumn of 1879, worked on the principle which had inspired
the trade unions of England—combination for the purposes of
securing a larger share of the economic product of labour. Its
principle was to refuse rent until the demands of the tenant
were granted, and a further effective weapon was devised, which
came to be known (from the name of its first victim) as the
* boycott.' This was a social excommunication, whereby any
man who had yielded, and thus broken the ranks, or any man
among the enemy class who was picked out for special hostility,
was refused all intercourse.
The struggle was to be kept up long beyond the end of the
century, even up to and through the Great War—that is, for
the better part of a lifetime: more than forty years. During the
whole of that period, until the rebellion of 1921, the demand for
Irish Home Rule continued and was never granted. But in the
course of the struggle step by step Irish land was transferred
to the tenantry, and most of the work of Oliver Cromwell was
undone. But the most only. Even at the end of the process
the tenant was still paying for the land which had been taken
from his forbears between 1600 and 1700: he was still paying
for it, but it had become his own. Local liberties of every kind
had also been admitted, the only thing kept back was national
self-government—Home Rule; and by far the major result of
the whole business, in so far as the story of England is concerned,
was the destruction of the moral value of the House of Commons.
That organ, which had been the symbol and centre of English
aristocratic rule for more than two centuries, was radically emas-
culated. The way in which the calculated action of the Irish
achieved this result was twofold: balancing and obstructing. The
body of Irish Nationalist members (which rose at last to be over
eighty) would throw their weight upon the side of one or other
of the two parties in English politics (which had by this time
become more or less fixed and crystallized); they would take
advantage of the solemn and sacred game played at Westminster,
and turn out a Government whenever the majority of English,
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